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against Mr. Yesey "Fitzgerald, of luke-warmness or hostility to the cause of the Roman Catholics. 
Mr. Yesey Fitzgerald, however, subsequently again represented Ennis, and on his mother's death 
succeeded to her Peerage. In A J). 1835, he was created a Peer of the "United Kingdom, by the 
title of Lord Pltzgerald of Desmond, and of Clangibbon, in the county of Cork. In A.D. 1841, he 
became President of the Board of Control, in Sir Robert Peel's Cabinet, his health having compelled 
him to abstain from proceeding as Governor-General to India soon after the formation of that adminis- 
tration, and died May 11th, 1843, unmarried. 

He was succeeded in his Irish Peerage by his brother Henry, third Lord Eitzgerald and Yesei, 
the present Peer, who is likewise the Yery Rev. the Dean of Mbnore. 

We have thus traced, through various channels,, down to the present day, the representatives of 
Gerald the sixteenth Earl of Desmond, and found the race to have been uniformly talented, gene- 
rous, and noble-hearted. It will afford us much gratification if any correspondent will point out 
others of the same illustrious blood. Jokst O'Donoyan. 



SUBTERRANEAN CHAMBERS AT CONNOR, COUNT! OE ANTRIM. 

Some engineering operations in the neighbourhood of Kells and Connor, in this county (about 
four miles from Ballymeaa), lately brought under my observation a series of very remarkable 
caves, which, so far as I am aware, have not hitherto been noticed. They are situated close to the 
present church of Connor, part of them being covered by the burying-ground ; and a local tradi- 
tion affirms that a passage proceeds from one of them directly under the church itself. One cave is 
divided from the rest by the intervening river ; but it is believed by the people on the spot that a 
passage exists under the bed of the stream connecting it with those on the opposite side. 

The whole of these caves are evidently artificial, being built of large undressed stones, without 
any kind of mortar or cement. The walls are corbelled ia to support the roof, which is, in all 
cases, composed of large flattish stones. The depth of soil, at present covering the top of the caves, 
varies from four to fifteen feet. The accompanying plan, which was carefully made on the spot, gives 
a correct idea of their arrangement and connection with each other, so far as the inquiry has yet 
been pursued. It is not improbable that other similar chambers may exist in their immediate 
vicinity. 

The first cave into which we entered (marked A on the plan) was about 18 feet long by 5 feet 
wide, narrowing towards one end next the passage leading into it — a circumstance observed in all 
the caves we examined. This chamber was very wet, from the copious dropping of moisture froms 
the roof; but the others were quite dry. The passage leading to it had been opened some years 
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ago, and was now filled up with small stones. The height of this chamber, and, indeed, of all 
those we entered, was about 5 feet. From it we crawled through a very low and narrow passage 
(not more than 1 8 inches square) for a distance of about 8 feet. Near the centre of this passage, 
one stone projected downwards from the roof much lower than the rest ; and at this spot, also, the 
floor of the passage sunk perceptibly, so as almost to preclude the possibility of seeing from one 
chamber into the next. There was, likewise, a considerable angle in the direction of the passage 
itself. After proceeding about eight feet, we found ourselves in a second chamber (marked E), 16 
feet long by 5 feet wide, having at its farther end a very small opening leading into another nar- 
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row passage. This, however, extended only about five, feet, and then seemed to turn off at nearly 
a right angle. Had we been able to explore it farther, it is most probable that' it would have led 
to another similar cave. 

The third chamber (marked B on the plan) was almost of the same dimensions as the one first 
described ; and, so far as we observed, was not joined to the others by any passages. ' These, how- 
ever, may exist. 

Crossing the river, we next entered and crawled along another narrow passage for about 10 feet, 
and then emerged into a chamber (marked C) about 16 feet by 5, which we afterwards ascertained 
to be situated exactly underneath a cottage, indicated on the plan. This chamber had three pas- 
sages leading into it. The one by which we entered, as already mentioned, was about 10 feet 
long, and it became gradually wider and higher as we approached the chamber. It is the continu- 
ation of this passage that is said by tradition to lead right under the bed of the river, joining the 
caves first described.' The second passage from this chamber issues from the farther end, and is 
believed traditionally to pass under the road, and lead to other caves on a rising ground. We were 
only able to follow it for a few feet. The third passage was at one side, and after proceeding about 
eight feet became wider and higher, and then turned upwards like a runnel. This, was probably 
the ancient entrance to this set of chambers. 

The last cave which We examined was on the opposite side of the river (marked D). This cham- 
ber was twenty feet long, and more than five feet wide, and was higher than any of the others, 
being in some places nearly six feet. It was entered, like the rest, by a narrow passage ; and at 
one side, near the farther end, a second passage went off at right angles; but here all progress was 
soon stopped by large roots of trees, though believed to extend under the church. Another, large 
chamber belonging to the same set had existed close by, but was destroyed in making the new 
road. 

About the centre of the cave marked D. ; and at its highest part, I observed a large stone stand- 
ing out about three inches below the general surface of the roof, having on it some curious marks, 
so regular as almost to induce the belief that they are an inscription of some kind. The more re- 
gular characters were about three inches long, the others more. Of these, the annexed is an accu- 
rate copy. I am not aware whether they resemble the form of ancient characters called Ogham. 
If they should prove to be an inscription of this kind, they are probably the first yet discovered in 
Ulster j for although numerous Oghams are found on stones and in caves in the South of Ireland, 
they do not appear hitherto to have been met with in any part of the North. 

The traditions of the neighbourhood afford no clue to the history or former use of these caves. 
It is not probable they were used for interment, as no indication of urns or human bones was ob- 
servable in any part of them. One man, indeed, told us that some bones had been found in one of 
the chambers, but the close vicinity of a hurying-ground would easily account for them ; or they 
may have been the bones of animals used as food. However, these bones were not forthcoming, and 
we were unable to ascertain any further particulars about them. The impression left on the mind, 
after examining all the chambers, was certainly that they had been used as places of refuge or con- 
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(•raiment in ancient times; and their peculiar construction, approachable only by narrow and 
winding passages leading from one cave to another, would indicate that they had been planned for 
this purpose. But I must leave the discussion of this point, and of the date of their formation, to 
others. Having mentioned the traditions of the neighbourhood, I shall conclude with one 
which has something in it of the marvellous. At the end of the long passage which is said to pass 
beneath the church, we were assured that there are hidden the images of the Virgin Mary and the 
twelve Apostles, made of pure gold! but so concealed by magic or enchantment that they cannot 
be found. Not long before the time of our visit, six of the country-people had determined to search 
tor this valuable treasure, and accordingly went in the night-time and commenced operations. One 
of their number, who said he did not like digging among graves after night, was left outside as a 
watch ; while the others proceeded to open the ground immediately beside the door of the church. 
All went on well until they came down to a large flat stone (in fact the roof-stone of one of these 
eaves or passages), when all of a sudden the crow-bar with which one of the men was working 
disappeared out of his hands ; and he being persuaded that some one had a hold of the other end 
of it, (no doubt " the old gentleman,") lost no time in making his escape. The panic became gene- 
ral, and the whole party, leaving their tools behind them, rushed past their astonished watchman 
at racing speed. So ended the sacrilegious attempt to carry off the Virgin and the twelve Apostles. 

J. Laktoit. 



